
The Fellowcraft Degree of Freemasonry --

What are the Major Symbolic Structures in the Fellowcraft degree ( Have sec. write responses for later) Examples  The Pillars, The flight of winding Stairs (3,5 and 7, The words and signs, Jeptha.  
More Light in Masonry --
Its Symbolic Meaning

Charles L. Roblee, 1987

By Signs and Symbols, Freemasonry Teaches the lesson of Life and Death, the relationship of Man and God, and Man with his fellow Man.

No interpretation of a Masonic Symbol, correct as it may be, is necessarily the only one.

Each Brother's personal interpretation of any symbol is the correct one in so far as He is concerned.

Our Craft, Freemasonry, at least a large part of it, is concealed in our symbolism.  Most of our symbols have numerous interpretations.

To one Brother, each symbol may mean one thing, to others, it may mean several entirely different things.

That is one reason why Freemasonry never can be fully exposed to the uninitiated.


The Winding Stairs and the Middle Chamber:

The Winding Stairs and the Middle Chamber of the Fellowcraft Degree are wholly and completely philosophical myths.  There is nothing historical to indicate they ever existed as a physical part of Solomon's Temple proper.

They are merely a portion of one of our most beautiful allegories.  They are necessary as a vehicle by which the allegory is sustained.

An allegory being a story in which people, things and happenings have a hidden or symbolic meaning, Christ's parables are probably our best-known allegories.

The Winding Stairs and the Middle Chamber may, as we indicated be philosophical myths, but as to is symbolic meaning that is something else.

As symbols, they are real to me and have a charm all their own.  They hold lessons, what have become apparent, to far to few of us.

The Fellowcraft has advanced from the Entered Apprentice degree, symbolic of youth, and stand at the threshold of the Master Mason degree, symbolic of the after life.

The Fellowcraft degree, therefore, is symbolic of middle life -- the period of effort and study -- the period that should be the one of the greatest mental activity, the period for accomplishment.  It is possible that the time taken to impress the candidate with the importance of the study of the liberal arts and sciences and of making use of the knowledge therein contained is wasted upon many candidates.

Possibly the allegory of the Winding Stairs has led few to serious study, but Freemasonry has done its part.  It has admonished and it has furnished the vehicle.  Among its votaries, Freemasonry has done its utmost to create a desire for knowledge. 

The Fellowcraft degree has now become a glorification of education, the acquiring of knowledge.  Should not each of us have been impressed with the importance of a study of the liberal arts and sciences?

What is meant by that except to admonish and urge us to acquire knowledge?

As the years have passed by one learns that the seven liberal arts and sciences are not the seven-headed dragon that, to many candidates, they no doubt seem to be.  They are grammar, logic rhetoric, arithmetic, geometry, music and astronomy.

Few Freemasons may hope to be versed in all of these, and Freemasonry does not ask that they shall.  

On the other hand, it would be impossible to acquire any kind of useable education without drawing from several of these arts and sciences, particularly grammar, rhetoric and arithmetic.

Many of us make daily use of these without realizing that we are doing so.

Certainly the allegory of the Winding Stairs teaches that the study of the liberal arts and sciences -- leads onward and upward.  Hardly could be there  a more important lesson in Freemasonry or elsewhere.

How could we approach a deeper look at the first questions on each of the symbols mention at the beginning?
An example might be to assign one task to individuals in the lodge to research and present the info to the lodge
