The Tyler and the RingPRIVATE 
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Who is wearing a Masonic ring today?

Share a couple of thoughts on why rings are important

(Recorded by AB if appropriate)

One evening young brother Jim bounded up the stairs to the anteroom of the lodge and met the old Tyler at the head of the stairs.

"Whoa"  he said to young Jim, "What's all the hurry?"

"You're just the person I am looking for," said Jim.

"How can I help you this time?"

"I don't need help this time.  I just wanted to show you my new Masonic ring."

Young Jim reached into his pocket and brought out a small box.  In the box was a gold ring with a gold square and compasses set in a deep blue background.  "My wife just gave me this ring today as an early anniversary present.  Isn't it the grandest ring that you have ever seen."

"It's truly a beauty," said the old Tyler "Why don't you put it on?"

Young Jim looked sheepishly at the old Tyler and said, "I guess there is one question that I have to ask you.  How should I wear my new ring?"

"Come again," said the old Tyler.

"Well, should I have the points of the extended compasses facing me or have them facing away.  I have been wrestling with this question since I first got my present."

"You have asked me a question that has been argued for many years.  Even to the day that the first Masonic ring was made."

"There are two frames of thought here and I will try to let you decide which is right." 

"Many a learned Masonic scholar will tell you that the points of the extended compasses are to face back to you. That you are able to remember your Masonic obligations better and keep you on the square when you look at the ring."

"To remember the three principle tenants of Freemasonry, Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth and remind yourself that you are to walk and act as a true and upright Mason."

"The scholar that tells you to wear your ring with the extended compasses facing you is telling you to look at your ring and remember how you are supposed to behave as a Mason."

"On the other hand, there are just as many scholars, who will tell you that the extended compasses should face out toward the world to inform them that you there stand a just and upright Mason and that by becoming a Mason you have become a better man."

"That by announcing to the world that you belong to the Fraternity of Freemasonry, and that you have dedicated your life to the precepts of the brotherhood of man and the fatherhood of God"

"The points of the compasses extended out toward the world are also to remind us that we are to circumscribe our desires and keep us within due bounds with all mankind especially a brother Mason." 

Young Jim then said "I guess that you do have two ways of looking at the wearing of the ring.  But, I only have one more question for you on the subject right now.  How did you decide how to wear your ring the way you do?"

"That young brother Jim is an easy question to answer, said the old Tyler, I wear my ring however I happen to put it on that morning!"

Questions for further discussion:

1. Any additional thoughts on wearing a Masonic ring or other jewelry?

