Apron

1. What does the apron mean to you?

2. Does anyone have a story relating to the apron?

The Old Tyler’s Tales

Jim’s Apron

The Tyler was getting ready for Lodge one evening and his favorite new Mason Jim, peaked his head around the corner and said, “Are you busy?”  “I am never too busy for you Jim.” said the Old Tyler “What’s on your mind?”

“Well, I have a question about some of the paraphernalia we use in the Lodge and particularly our apron.  I know that it was supposed to be worn in the old days as a part of the Operative Craft, but we are told that we are now speculative masons and not operative, shouldn’t we give up this tradition?”

The Old Tyler thought for a moment and then said “Jim, you have a point there.  We are no longer Operative Masons that is true.  But I think that you are missing some of the reasons behind what we do and why we do it.  The Lambskin Apron, like all of our working tools are symbols which we are taught to use to improve ourselves and to make ourselves better men.  In many ways the Lambskin Apron has more lessons attached to it than any other of the working tools.”

 “The Apron teaches us equality.  For all masons must where an Apron when they are in Lodge.  It shows us the outward trappings do not make the man and that each one of us is the same in the Lodge.  Many men have graced the doors of our Lodges some have been Rich and Powerful and others have been of common stock, but once in the Lodge they are the same.  There is a story of President Teddy Roosevelt attending the Lodge of his gardener when the gardener was Master.  Here you had the most powerful man in the world sitting on the level with a common workman.  The Apron is worn on the outside of our clothing to be a symbol of equality and that we are all the same.”

“You will remember as an Entered Apprentice you were taught to wear your apron with the top turned up to prevent your clothing from becoming soiled.  Emblematically, the Apron is still there to prevent you from becoming soiled.  Only this time it is the soil of the world that it is trying to keep off of you by reminding you of your obligations to yourself, the world, your family and the Lodge.  By wearing this Apron it is hoped that you will be a better man.  The Apron is white, spotless and clean, as it is supposed to remind you that this is the way you are supposed to keep your life.  You need to try to keep yourself free from the allurement of vice and under due restraint as you learned in the first degree lecture from the first cardinal virtue of Temperance.”

“Historically, the Apron is made of Lambskin which is the symbol of innocence.  This is the innocence you were emulating when you took the degrees, you did not know what was to come before you, but you put your trust in the hand of a Brother at a time when you could not defend yourself.  This is also to teach you that when in need you should turn yourself towards your Brothers for help.  They will always be there to help you and in turn you should always be there to assist a Brother in his time of need.”

“The Apron should also be a symbol of rectitude of conduct.  When it is worn properly the strings of the Apron should be tight enough around your waist to remind you that it is on and that you should regard all men in the manner in which you would want to be regarded. The strings should also be there to ground you.  To know where you are and to teach you that the strings need to be tied tight enough so the Apron does not fall down.  This is emblematic of the second Cardinal Virtue, Fortitude.”

“Your first Apron was plain and unadorned so it may be like your moral and Masonic trestleboard when you first came into the Lodge.  It was then blank for you had not been given the lessons needed to teach you how to be a Mason, the forms of the Craft and how to start to erect that moral edifice which we all work on until the last.  It continued to be blank through your degrees so you will always remember that there is still more to learn when going to Lodge and there is always room for us to improve as we go through life.  This fact that your Apron was unadorned is like the third cardinal virtue that of Prudence, because a plain and unadorned apron can never give away any of the secrets of the craft.  Thus you need to remember this characteristic when you are wearing your apron.”

“The corners of the apron are square to remind us of to keep our actions square to all mankind especially our Brothers in Freemasonry. By remembering to keep our actions on the square is one of the best ways to treat your fellow man and will make you a better person in world for all to see.  It will allow you to be a better father and husband; because it will help to teach you the lessons you have learned and put them into action.  

“On those occasions when we go abroad with our aprons on it is to tell the whole world who we are and to tell others out there who are one of the Craft that we are still out there and that they are welcome to join us.  It is most important that when you are out in the world and wearing your Apron, you are to remember that you are the symbol of the whole Masonic Fraternity and that your actions are the actions of the entire Craft.  There have been times when the actions of Brothers at a Masonic Funeral have so impressed onlookers that they not only felt positive about the Craft, but they have been inspired to petition our Lodge.  This is one of the ultimate compliments to your actions as a Mason.”

“You need to remember that by putting on the Apron, you are establishing within yourself a set of ideals and goals as to how you are going to treat the world, your family and your Brothers in Freemasonry.  You wear the Apron always not only in our Lodge meetings, but everyday as a sign of who you have become and to what goals you are striving to attain.  It is not an easy task, but one worthy of all emulation. This is what is meant by the building of your moral and Masonic edifice, that house not made with hands eternal in the heavens.”

As the Old Tyler finished Jim got a quiet pensive look on his face.  He then spoke and said, “Brother Tyler, you have given me a lot to think about today.  I am not sure I ever looked at the Fraternity from quite that perspective.  You have really opened my eyes to the depth of the symbolism and lessons of our Craft.”

The Old Tyler smiled and said, “This is just the beginning, there are many more lessons and ideas to be learned when you are ready.  Now lets get this Lodge room ready for the meeting.”

Quick Review

       1.  How many different symbolic references were made to the apron?

       2.  Now what additional meanings might you have thought of from this reading and inspiration for the Great Light?

3. How can we best carry this important message and celebrate the enlighten thoughts as men and masons?

4. What research or assignment might be done to expand this Idea?

