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Lead in question “What are in your opinion the most important teaching in the ceremony of the first degree?” (Wait for responses)  

Reading by AB

When one looks at the catechism of the 1st degree we are struck by the various ways several of the parts can be taken.  Each of the answers can have several meanings and several lessons.

We are first asked, “Whence came you”?  The response is “From a Lodge of the Holy Saints John at Jerusalem. “  This can mean several things.  That our fraternity can be traced back to the area of Jerusalem or that we allegorically attach ourselves to the Holy Saints John and therefore our lodges are dedicated to them.  We learn later in the 1st degree lecture that they are dedicated to the Holy Saints John.  We are told both of these individuals are the patron Saints of the organization.  

Now why are we so decidedly tied to these individuals?  What makes them such a great part of our history and of our ritual?  The Saints John have been allied with Freemasonry since very early on in the craft.  Early exposes of Freemasonry have shown them to be an integral part of our history and teachings.

The next query asks us what we came here to do.  This query has had several papers written about its standard answer.  Are we looking at the statement too broadly or should we take it and separate it into pieces.  Separating the sentence into its smaller parts would allow us to learn, to subdue our passions, and to improve ourselves, in and with the vehicle or teachings of masonry.  These points are some of the most poignant in the craft.  We are taking unto ourselves the job of self-improvement when we as masons are involved with the Craft.  The tools are there before us, but we must pick them up to use them.  Freemasonry is the vehicle to help this change and assist in the improvement.  This change can be profound or subtle.  It is what makes us better persons, fathers and husbands.  If we take to heart the precepts of this order we cannot help but to be a better man.  

To accomplish this refinement of character and being, we need to use the working tools and other lessons put forth by our teachings.  We need to understand our place in this world and how to make this world better.  Only by studying these lessons and following the examples can we find this improvement and this leads us back to the first part of this answer, which is to learn.  

To learn or to receive light is one of the basic concepts or principals of our Fraternity.  Light has always been associated with the concept of knowledge or learning.  The ancients used the oil lamp as a symbol representing knowledge or learning.  To learn is therefore one of the basic concepts of our Craft.  This is why we have put such an emphasis on the Public School System.  This is the education system, which allows everyone the opportunity to learn.  But we must remember that it provides only the opportunity to learn and cannot make anyone do something they do not want to do.

The catechism then asks the question that we assume we are Masons.  In the response, we state that we are so taken and accepted among Brothers and Fellows.  What does this mean?  It means that we are accepted for who we are and what we are throughout the world by fellow Masons.  This demonstrates the universality of Freemasonry, that in every realm and clime there are Masons to be found.  That this Brotherhood is so extensive that we can be assured of finding individuals who have a like mind and have been through like experiences wherever we go in this world.  This will allow us to travel in this world with a peace of mind that there is a Brother just around the corner to have as a friend and to whom you can with confidence ask for assistance and help, if the occasion should ever arise.

There are other lessons found in the catechism of this degree.  But these will be left to the reader to discover and to divulge to others.  One should remember that we are seeking light.  The knowledge, which comes from this light, can be best experienced only if it is shared.  If we lock it up inside ourselves and not share it with others in our fraternity, then we will not be following other portions of our ritual, by not bringing good counsel to our Brothers.  One should be ever ready to explore our craft and to learn.  For only then will we be really receiving “light added to the coming light” and reaching our greatest potential in masonry.

Closure Questions Ex

How can we apply these lessons to our daily lives on an individual basis?
