The Greatest Tribute

The Old Tyler’s Tale

What duties of the lodge have you tried to dodge ,sec , treasure, memory work.  Lodge of Tribute?

The new Master was down at the coffee shop when the Tyler walked in.  “Hello, Worshipful, have heard the news”, he asked.  

“If you are talking about that Dave Johnson passed away, well then yes I have”, said the Master.  “So soon in my term I have to do a funeral, sometimes it just doesn’t seem fair.”

“I’m not sure I understand your statement Worshipful”, said the Tyler.

“Now I am not really complaining, but I was hoping not to have to do one this year.  I guess most Master’s feel that way.  It really is a lot of extra work and I was just getting into the routine of being Master.”

“Worshipful, I have an obligation to you to whisper good council in your ear and if you do not mind me telling you this is one of those times.  How about you and me go down to the Lodge and have a little talk,” said the Tyler.

“I can see from the look on your face that there is no getting around this is there.  I really did not mean it the way it came out.  It is just; well, difficult as you know.”

“Yes it is and that is even more of a reason that we need to have this talk.”

A few minutes later they were at the Lodge and sitting at a table in the dining room.  

“Worshipful, the Tribute of Affection or the Funeral Service is one of the most difficult portions of our ritual to give.  It is also one of the most important.  It is our last tribute to our Brothers who have passed on to the Celestial Lodge above and it is our final way of honoring them for their time, service and dedication to the Craft.”

“It also needs to be remembered that the ceremony is being given not only to recognize and memorialize a Brother, but it is given to help his relatives and friends in their hours of need.  The Lodges responsibilities should start long before the actual funeral service; it should start as soon as the Lodge hears of the death of one of its members.  Contacting the relatives to see if there is anything the Lodge can do to help them.  Most the time the offer of assistance is all that is needed.  Other time there maybe a real need which the Lodge can help with.  Anything which can help to remove the burden of the survivors should be done out of respect for our Brother.”

“Many times it is during this communication that the family of our departed Brother find out that there is a funeral service which the Lodge can perform.  It is not always needed or desired, but the concern shown at this time is never forgotten or a waste of time.  It should never be forced on a family and the discussion of this should be at an appropriate time in the conversation, particularly not at the beginning.  You will almost always know when it is right.”

“Even if there is no Masonic Service, the Brothers should ensure that the Lodge is represented by their presence and if it is the custom by a flower arrangement or other appropriate tribute.”

“If it is the wishes of the family that the Tribute of Affection is done, it must be done with all the solemnity that befits the ceremony.  It is terribly hard to do the ceremony if one is not prepared.  Particularly if the Brother is one you have know for years or are particularly close to.”

“On occasion a widow or family member may ask that the Lodge assist with the actual service as there was no church affiliation for the member.  Thought should be given on what to do when planning the ceremony.  Remember short and sweet is many times the best.”

“Most important of all, the Tribute of Affection must be given as well as possible.  It is one of the few Masonic Ceremonies which the public may see and when done right, it is one of the most impressive and lasting.  While it is best to have the ceremony memorized, it is important to have a copy of it in your hand.  That way you can easily refer to it if necessary.  Sometimes you will glance and look into the eyes of one of the family, particularly the widow and loose your train of thought.  It is then that the copy of the service will be most handy.”

“The Brothers attending should know what they are supposed to do and that might require a little bit of instruction to the new Masons or Masons who have not been to a funeral in a while.  Take a couple of minutes to situate everyone and ensure they know what to do.”

“If for what ever reason, you as Master feel that you are not able to perform the Tribute of Affection, ensure that your chosen replacement is adequately prepared to assume your duties and responsibilities.”

“Worshipful, I know that I have gone on a while about this but I feel that it is one of the most important things the Lodge can do for a Brother and his family in their time of need.  In know of cases where the ceremony has so impressed and inspired listeners, that they have shortly thereafter petitioned a Lodge for the degrees.”

“Brother Tyler, your words are truly good and timely, I was feeling sorry for myself about having to perform the ceremony and when in reality, I have been honored by the Lodge and by Pete’s family to be able to provide this service.  You have given me a whole different perspective on the Funeral Service, one that has really changed how I look at this job as Master of the Lodge and I thank you.”

“Well Worshipful, I was only doing my job.  Now is there anything else I can do to help you get ready,” said the Tyler.

“Not now Brother Tyler, but trust me you will be the first one I call for help.

How can we organize ourselves to full fill such an important undertaking.

Would it be wise to  have a plan at the lodge lever for the year?

 (Boise Lodges are assigned are ¼ of the year each has sojourner  funeral responsibilities) 

