Time RR

1. Name some benefits of lodge from your perspective
On my way to Lodge this evening I noticed that the moon was full and thought about how much light that the moon in this stage really shines on the area around us.  It was then that I remembered how our brethren in the not so distant past depended on the full moon to make there way to Lodge.  Moon Lodges met on a set day in the week in the week nearest to the full moon.  This was done to give the men the most light to get to and from the Lodge.

I then remembered how much time that it took for those Brothers to get to Lodge.  Here I was making a trip to the Lodge in ten minutes that would have taken my Brother in a year gone by an hour.  From horse back to the modern Horseless Carriage, you could easily add two hours to the time spent by our brothers in Lodge every meeting.  

We talk about how busy we are these days and how much time we do not have.  I am one of those who never seem to have as many hours in the day as I need.  But if you take in to account the improvements that have been made in our lives and how much faster and easier we can do things, you realize that how dedicated those men of days gone by were to the Craft.  They could easily spend an hour or more just getting to Lodge meetings, while I spend less than ten minutes.  

I also thought about how much of our resources we put into our craft.  In the early days the annual dues for a member were around ten dollars.  This was a half a months wages for many a man.  Now at a time when the dues approach Fifty Dollars per year, we are looking at a cost of less than 12 hours work at the minimum wage.  Less than a day and a half’s wages for what once cost two weeks wages.  Many of us make a lot more than the minimum wage and with the average household income approaching $30,000 per year we can see that the number of hours it takes for us to pay for our Lodge Dues decreases greatly.

Do we receive the same things from our Lodge as did our Brothers from a by gone era.  The principles are still the same as are the tenets and the ritual.  We still meet on the level, act by the plumb and part on the square.

But we are still different.  In an earlier time there were not as many distractions that individuals found themselves drawn to.  There were no softball leagues or dart leagues.  The activities were few for the families.  There was no little league baseball to coach or football to officiate.  There were no boy scouts or girl scouts to help at.  And there was no radio or television.  

All of these things are distractions from our Lodge that have appeared in the last 40 years.  All of these things pull at us for our time.  

In an age where conflict and social problems are in an ever rising spiral we need the stability of the Craft as an anchor of goodness and right.  

In the old days there were fewer problems and fewer distractions.  Now there are many more of both.  The Masonic Lodge is one of the few institutions out there which we have that will promote the virtues so lacking in today's society.  It is more important today than ever before that we support her and nurture her for the future generations to come.

Thoughts on the price of dues? would you pay more? too high? too low?

Is your time in lodge time well spent?
