Our Past Is Our Future.

Questions to lead into the reading:

How many joined masonry due to one of the youth organizations,(directly or indirectly i.e., wife daughter son or friend?

As had been the habit of late, Brother Tom went down to the Lodge early before the meeting to assist the Tyler in setting up the Lodge room.

He enjoyed his time with the venerable Mason and relished his tidbits of wisdom he would on occasion share.  The Old Tyler had been around this Lodge for many a year and had served it faithfully in whatever capacity was asked of him.  He was the first to show up for functions and often the last to leave an example my Brothers worthy of all imitation.

Brother Tom drove up just as the Old Tyler was approaching the door with a can of coffee and a cake pan, which Tom recognized as the treats for after the meeting.  

When they opened the Lodge Room door Brother Tom made a disgusted noise and the Old Tyler said, “ What’s up Tom?  This is not the first time I have heard that noise come out of you after we start to set up the Lodge Room.  Is there something bothering you?”

Brother Tom replied, “Well there is something that bothers me around here, it seems that we are forever rearranging our Lodge Room after one of the youth organizations have used it.  They do not seem to have any respect for the way the Lodge Room is supposed to be set up.”

“And another thing, they seem to be all over the building whenever we are going to be doing something.  They are always under foot and in the way.  Whose Lodge is it any way?”

“Wait a minute Tom you need to slow down on this one.  I can see that it is a good thing that we have a few minutes to talk before the meeting.  I am afraid that if these questions came out in Lodge with the same flavor that you are expressing them to me, you might be surprised at the reaction you get.”

“Let’s go into the dining room and see if the coffee is ready and talk a minute.”

“Brother Tom, you are fairly new to the institution we call Freemasonry.  You have progressed right finely as my thinking goes.  But you seem to be a little confused on a few of the details.  You seem to think that we are the only organization of importance in this Lodge.  Such my Brother is not the case.  We are only the vehicles which brings many good people together to do good works and to better themselves.”

“Freemasonry is the vehicle by which men of all colors creed and stations can meet and work to both improve themselves and the world around them.  But improving the world around them can take many shapes and forms.  The charitable acts we do and the activities, which we do to benefit the community, are ways to improve our world.  The Shrine Hospitals are a great example of Masons working together to make a difference in the world.”

But there are ways closer to home that make as much a difference if not more to our individual world.  That would be the youth groups and other appendant organizations, which in many ways are dependent for both their history and their future.

You will need to realize that many of the Brothers of this Lodge as well as many other Brothers are very attached to these organizations.  One of the things that I am not sure that you know is that I am a Senior DeMolay.  Many years ago a man who later on would be my mentor and eventually my Brother introduced me to this organization.  I was looking for something and this man saw something in me that he felt was good and he steered me toward DeMolay, which became a very positive influence in my life.  After a while I noticed the character of the men associated with it.  All of these men were Mason’s and were giving up a goodly amount of their time to see that my organization succeeded.  That was one of the reasons that I petitioned the Lodge.”

“You will find out that many of the members of this Lodge are Senior DeMolay and they take the survival and growth of this organization pretty seriously.  Many of them have spent a goodly amount of time as Advisors and have received great satisfaction in that job.”

“And now I understand that DeMolay have an organization for the younger boys.  I believe it is called Squires of the Round Table.  It seems that DeMolay realized that with all the activities out there they were losing the younger boys because they had become too busy.  It would be a good thing for all young men to have the opportunity to become a DeMolay.”

“The other two youth organizations are for girls. They are Rainbow for girls and Job’s Daughter’s.  I have not been around Rainbow much but I know they provide a good foundation for young ladies to help them grow.  The young ladies there do not have to have any Masonic heritage or a mason in their family tree.  But many of them do.  I have known a number of men who have joined the fraternity because of the caliber of the adult leaders in Rainbow.  Job’s Daughters on the other hand requires their members to have a Master Mason in their background.  I have worked with these young ladies and they are some of the finest in our community.  Their lessons, if taken seriously, will help them to grow and be important and needed beacons of the ideals which Freemasonry stand for.”

“I have seen fathers and even grandfathers join our fraternity so their daughters could join Job’s Daughters.  Even our Worshipful Master joined so his daughters could be in Jobies.  And I want you to know that there are quite a few members of our Lodge right here who joined at the encouragement and support of their wives who are Majority Members of Rainbow or Job’s Daughters.”

“What these young folk need is guidance and support.  None of these organizations can survive unless there are men like you and me to see that the doors are open and that they get the needed guidance which we can give them.”

“Many Lodges have lost their Jobie Bethels, Rainbow Assemblies and DeMolay Chapters.  Not because the kids were not interested, but because there was no adult leadership to support them.  This makes it our fault and not theirs that they did not survive.”

“How can we expect to have a vibrant growing fraternity in this day and age when we exclude the future of our organization.  We must have something for families and not just us.  Our ideals and principles are not only for us but they must extend to our families and those around us.  We must have a full set of organizations so we can include the entire family.”

Then Tom said, “All Right I understand a little better about the youth groups, but what about the Lodge room and the rearranging of furniture and the other things which brought on this conversation in the first place.”

The Old Tyler sat back and thought for a moment and said, “Tom, it appears that you have never taken the time to go to any of our Youth Groups meetings.  I say our youth groups because they are our youth Groups.  They were founded around Masonry and with many of the Masonic principles and ideals interwoven within them.  To answer your question you need to think about them this way.  When we make a man a mason we have him for the rest of his life to instruct and to work with.  In the Youth organizations they have them for about 5 or 6 years on average.  This means that they are constantly turning over new members at a relatively high rate.”

“And as such, I am not sure if any one has sat down with them recently, and asked them if they could help us out by putting the room back the way they found it.  Maybe it is time that we talk to the Master again about getting them to put on some of their ritual work for the Lodge so we can learn from them.  You know Tom, most of those young folk are better ritualists than us Masons.  Their minds are sharper and not filled with as much junk.  It is truly a joy to see them do their work.”

“My good Brother Tyler, Tom said, I do not know how you do it, but I just realized that I have been thoroughly chastised for comments and actions previously and until this moment did not know it.  I guess that is what is called whispering good counsel.”

“Maybe I have been too hasty in my judgment.  How do we go about attending one of these meetings and do you want to go with me so they know who I am?”

The Old Tyler smiled and said, “I was hoping you would ask me.”

What are the main lessons that Tom received from his brother the Tyler?

How have you felt about today’s youth in general that might reflect Tom’s attitude?

How can we visit a meeting of these organizations?
