The Old Master’s Talks

Further explanations of the number three
The three tenants of the Craft and the three rounds of Jacob’s ladder
Warm up exercise :
Name as many three symbologies as you can brain storm ( AB to write down responses)
As the old Master sat down by the quarry, he called to the workers; “Brother Entered Apprentices come here.  It is time for another lesson of our Craft of Freemasons.”

“We have talked previously of the number three and its importance to the Craft, it is the one of the principle numbers in the symbology of Freemasonry.”

“As I told you before it represents the three pillars of Freemasonry; Wisdom, Strength and Beauty.  It also represents the three principal officers of the Lodge; the Worshipful Master, Senior Warden and Junior Warden.”

“We also talked previously about the three lights of the Lodge; the Holy Bible, Square and Compasses and talked about their importance.”

“Today we will talk about two other areas which allude to the number three; they are the Three Principal rungs of Jacob’s Ladder and the three Principal Tenets of Freemasonry.”

“The three principal rungs of Jacob’s Ladder, which he saw in his vision leading to heaven, are Faith, Hope and Charity, but the greatest of these three is Charity.”

“Faith is the belief that what we know to be true is true.  We believe that the Sun will rise tomorrow and we believe this because we have faith in that rising.  We also have Faith in a Supreme Being.  Freemasons are taught that each man’s Faith and belief is his own and that we do not have a single creed, which binds us.”  

“We are also taught the belief in a supreme being is absolutely essential for a man to become a Freemason.  It is important for you to remember that no atheist can become a Mason.  It is important to remember that Jacob knew that Faith was less than Charity because Faith in God will end the day you are standing before him in his great white throne, because you will no longer have to believe in God, you will be there before him and know God.”

“Hope, as Jacob has taught us, is less than Charity for like reasons.  Hope is the belief of, or assurance in an idea or concept.  Jacob taught us that we should have a Hope in immortality, that when at last our days on earth are over, that with Faith we will stand before that great white throne, immortal with God for all days until time is no more.  Hope will then end in fruition because we are proven in our faith and we will be at God’s side forever.”

“Charity is the greatest of the rungs of Jacob’s Ladder, because when it is directed towards all mankind, it will extend forever.  By doing charitable works for the betterment of mankind, we are improving the lot of the whole world.  This improvement will continue long after we have departed from this material world and we are long in the grave.  It is by this we say that Charity extends beyond to grave through the boundless realms of eternity and is therefore the greatest of the rungs of the ladder.”

“Charity is the giving of ones wealth to relive the suffering of the less fortunate of your Brothers.  This Charity does not have to stay within the Fraternity, it can easily be as extensive or expansive as you want or there is a need.” 

“Another example of the number three is the three tenets of Freemasonry; they are Brother Love, Relief and Truth.”

“Brotherly Love teaches us that all of mankind is regarded by Freemasonry to be of one family.  There is no difference between the highest and the lowest or the richest and the poorest of your Brothers.  Freemasonry teaches us to regard each as you would your own family and to strive to give them the love, care and kindnesses you would give to your family members.”

“The Craft has taught you that we have all been created by the hands of one creator and because of this there should be no differences between us.  The Craft also teaches us that we should all reach out to our Brothers to aid, support and protect each other.  This is a very hard thing to do, but we must strive each day to love one another as we love ourselves.  By doing this and working towards the goal of Brotherly Love to all, we are doing the work of the Craft and doing the designs of our Creator.”

“To Relieve the distressed is one of the greatest tasks which we are to accomplish as Freemasons.  It is our tenet to give the distressed some relief of their afflictions and to work towards the removal of those afflictions.  It is inseparable from Charity, but not the same.  While Charity is given to assist the less fortunate, Relief is performed to remove the heavy heart, to soothe the sorrow or to bring peace to the one whose mind is troubled.  While Charity works to take care of the persons physical needs, Relief strives to affect an individual’s emotional and spiritual need and strives to make them whole in spirit.”

“Truth is incumbent upon all Masons.  We are taught to strive for the Truth and not to accept anything less.  By Truth we are taught to regulate our conduct towards our family, community, country and Fraternity.  From it we are taught to act upon the square and to always keep Truth at the forefront in all our dealings with mankind and our Brothers.”

“Truth brings out the concepts of plain dealing and removes deceit.  It eliminates hypocrisy and installs sincerity in all of our dealings with the world.  Truth gives us the opportunity to bring word and deed together by promoting each ones welfare and rejoicing in each person’s successes.  Truth is truly a divine attribute and the basis of all other virtues.”

“The number three is found in other area of our teachings in the Entered Apprentice Degree, such as the three movable jewels and the three immovable jewels.  When you become Fellowcraft you will see further examples of the number Three.”

“But my Brothers, the sun is setting and we must leave our quarry of learning for the evening.  So let us be on our way.
Relate Joseph Sinar inspiration story
Equilateral triangle with #s

Assign learning of small portions of lecture for 10 man lecture (info from #60)
