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Leadership Training into actions

Give them the tools to have a 15-minute program on York Rite Masonry to use in Blue Lodges or other organizations for membership.

PowerPoint Presentation to include slides or handouts/slides for the presentations.

Text will include the subject matter as to why the York Rite is a necessary part of Freemasonry and why all masons should take the time and energy to join this organization.

York Rite Masonry must stand on its own two feet and be viable by itself without the help of any other organization.

Opening slide

This should be a title slide

Second Slide is the three bodies and the future:  

Chapter, Council, Commandery - Future

The past two years we have discussed the future of the York Rite and the need for developing membership and new membership programs.  This is necessary to break the life cycle we are heading into and to make this organization able to meet the challenges of this new century.  This year we are giving you a membership program to use in the Blue Lodges of your Jurisdiction and which can be used as a tool for getting new members.

Unless we put the tools to work, our numbers will decrease and all of the good intentions lead to you know where.

We have developed a short PowerPoint presentation, which is also in hand out form. It is about 10-minutes long and should be accompanied by a discussion period.  This is on CD and will be handed out at the end of the program.

Show CD

Our suggestion is the York Rite asks the Master of a Blue Lodge for the opportunity to present a program on York Rite Masonry together with a dinner on a regular business meeting night.  If dinner is out of the budget, then offer to provide an after-meeting snack or dessert. 

Ask Master for approval

Set up a dinner committee

Ensure competent individuals to make the presentation

Allow time for questions.

Unlike other programs, have petitions readily available to strike while the iron is hot and while there is excitement and interest.

Petitions –From all three Bodies

Have a plan for the Chapter degrees in the near future so candidates do not have to wait a long period of time top receive them.

Degrees

The following is the presentation.  We will be giving it too you today to show you the length and depth of the presentation and to work to develop the presentation where you feel it maybe too weak or too strong.  

Opening Slide

Further Light in Masonry, the York Rite.

The York Rite of Freemasonry is the oldest of the appendent bodies to the Blue Lodge.  Parts of the Chapter go back before the first Grand Lodge was formed in 1717.  The York Rite of Freemasonry consists of three Bodies, the Chapter, the Council and the Commandery.  While they are distinct organizations, their history and the being of these organizations are intertwined like the three degrees of Freemasonry 

York Rite = Chapter + Council + Commandery

The Chapter consists of four degrees, The Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master and the Royal Arch.

The Chapter Degrees = Mark Master + Past Master + Most Excellent Master + Royal Arch

The Chapter is the direct continuation of the Blue Lodge Degrees.  In Scotland, the Mark Master is an integral part of the degrees of the Blue Lodge.  It may be older than the third degree and in Scotland is found between the degree of Fellowcraft and Master Mason. 

It teaches us vital lessons of accepting only that which you entitled to and to not begrudge others for what they have and get.  Good Life Lessons.

Mark Master Degree

The Past Master Degree is ceremonial degree to allow those individuals who are not actual past masters to join the Royal Arch because in day of old only those individual who were a past master of the Blue Lodge could receive the degree of Royal Arch.  It also teaches us the lessons of equality between the Brothers and others in life.

Past Master Degree

The Most Excellent Master Degree is given as the completion of the temple, particularly the completion of the Sanctum Sanctorum.  The earliest reference to this degree was in 1783 in Connecticut.  It takes place shortly after the death of Hiram Abiff and demonstrates the grief felt by the other two Grand Masters and exemplifies their loss of one of their number.

Most Excellent Master

The Royal Arch or Holy Royal Arch is the culmination of the Capitular degrees of Freemasonry or the Chapter Degrees.  It is here that one receives the word and discovers that which was lost or the Grand Masters Word.  

One of the reasons for the split between the ancient and modern lodges in England was over this degree.  In 1813, when the two Grand Lodges settled their differences part of that settlement was a declaration that stated, “The degrees of freemasonry are the Entered Apprentice degree, the Fellowcraft degree and the Sublime degree of Master Mason including the Holy Royal Arch.”

This degree therefore, has a significant historical background as well as an ideological one, that of perseverance and dedication to ones ideals.

Royal Arch Degree

The Council Degrees or Cryptic Degrees are three the Royal Master, the Select Master and the Super-Excellent Master Degrees.  The Super-Excellent Degree is not necessary for the completion of the Cryptic Degrees and is not always given to new Council Members.  

Council Degree = Royal Master + Select Master + Super-Excellent Master

The Royal Master Degree teaches us the lessons of being true to ones word and has one of the finest parts in all of Freemasonry that of part of Hiram Abiff, just before the completion of the Temple and obviously before his death.  His soliloquy explains the transitory state of life and that none of us know what is in-store for us in the near or far future and how we must plan for the eventualities of life.  Some believe that this degree takes place immediately before the visit from the ruffians.

Royal Master Degree

The Select Master Degree gives us the lessons of being faithful to ones ideals and being careful when talking to the uninitiated and how we talk to individuals may influence them in ways we know not.  This degree in some ways picks up where the third Cardinal Virtue, Prudence, leaves off.

Select Master

The Commandery Orders or Chivalric Orders of Freemasonry are the Red Cross, Malta and the Order of the Temple and are found later in history closer to the times of the Crusades than the time of the Temple of Solomon.

Commandery Order = Red Cross + Malta + Order of the Temple

The Order of the Red Cross takes place at the building of the Second Temple in Jerusalem and deals with the friendship and brotherhood between individuals and the reverence for God.  The major focus is on the first principle we are taught in the Blue Lodge degrees that of Truth.

Order of the Red Cross

The Order of Malta deals with the Knights of Malta at the end of the Crusades and it relates a history of the trials and periods of time of the order.  This order was originated in Scotland in the 18th Century and entered North America in the late 18th Century.  The Spirit of Chivalry, Characteristics of the Knights play an integral part in this order.  It deals with Charity in a similar way as you were taught in the Fellowcraft degree that it is boundless and eternal.

Order of Malta

The Order of the Temple is not only the culmination of the Chivalric Orders but the culmination of the York Rite.  Some say that this is the finest of the degrees of Freemasonry and that it deals with mortality which we must all face and which we have done previously when we were all Hiram Abiff in the Third Degree.

 The Order of the Temple is one of the few Christian Orders in Freemasonry.  It deals directly with the Knights of the Temple or the Knights Templar.  It also deals with how we face life in all of our dealings with men both within the Lodge and in our daily lives.  

This Order is one of reflection and circumspection.  In some Masonic Jurisdictions, parts of this Order are found in their first degree.  This is particularly true with the Modified French Rite.  

Order of the Temple

The York Rite like all Masonic organization has charities, which it supports.  There are three main charities found in the York Rite, The Royal Arch Research Assistance or RARA, the Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation or CMMRF and the Knights Templar Eye Foundation or KTEF.

York Rite Charities

The RARA deals with the auditory processing of information with children working on ways to allow them to process information better to make them active and important parts of our communities.

RARA

The CMMRF is working on a cure for cardio vascular disease, one of the biggest killers in the US.

CMMRF

The KTEF provides surgeries for individuals with eye disorders to those of need.  There is nothing better in this world than to see the smile on a little child whose eyes were so badly cross-eyed that they could not see and to now see like we do.

KTEF

Why should you be a York Rite Mason, because it is a part of your Masonic heritage and confirms the lessons you have received previously and teaches those additional lessons needed to make you an even better man, husband, father and citizen.

Why should you be a York Rite Mason?

