Book of Instruction


FOREWORD


Having suffered through most of the possible ills of opening and closing, the introductions of visitors, the general business and degree work, we felt that the greatest ill of all was the lack of a standard uniform set of rules which each Royal Arch Chapter could turn to and learn exactly upon what basis the High Priest, in conducting the affairs of his Chapter and the degree teams, should confer a degree to be most effective to the companions and the candidates.  Due to the multitude of possible interpretations and with many haphazard systems, the Chapters and degree teams were penalized, because of ill-defined scopes of authority to judge.  This is an empirical system, based upon the recording of errors as they occur, with an absolute minimum of personal opinion involved, and even that must be recorded and the final decision documented.


A study of the following pages will reveal to you the reasons and aid in determining upon what portions of the work you Chapter needs corrective attention.

NOTE:

At first glance, the size of this pamphlet is staggering but you will find that only a few pages will apply to you.  Within these pages, much of the information necessary for preparing your Chapter meeting can be found.  This pamphlet is designed to serve a dual purpose: it is a guide or handbook for the novice because of circumstances within their area, as well as a check list for the more experienced.

THE NECESSITY OF THE ROYAL ARCH


We have asked the question, “What is Royal Arch Masonry?” and our answer is simple and definite.


Royal Arch Masonry is FREEMASONRY.


In other words, we do not make any distinction between Royal Arch Masonry and Freemasonry.


A century and a half-ago Freemasonry was defined.   It was defined by the powers that controlled the Fraternity at that time – The United Grand Lodge of England, Mother of all regular Freemasonry in the world.


It is declared and pronounced that Ancient Masonry consists of Three Degrees and no more.  Viz.: Those of the entered apprentice, the fellowcraft and the Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch.


It can be seen that the Royal Arch Degree was regarded as an essential part of Freemasonry.


After the 4 degrees had been conferred in various Symbolic Lodges in America, the Capitular system was evolved consisting of three additional degrees and the Royal Arch degree.


Those are not designated as “Higher” degrees but rather as a development of the Master Mason degree.

Such is our birthright and proof of the legitimacy of our origin and standing in Freemasonry.  No other degree has so clear a claim to it right to exist as a Masonic system.


Every Master Mason in the United States, Canada, England, Ireland, Scotland, Australia and the Lodges working under those jurisdictions is Ancient Craft Masonry working under the English system which regards Royal Arch Masonry as its climatic degree.

TO THE MASTER MASON:



Ancient Craft Masonry is known as YORK MASONRY and consequently, practically all of the regular Freemasons of the world are York Masons of at least 3 degrees.


You are a York Rite Mason!  Whether you have attained the summit of the Rite depends on whether you have, or have not, received the degree of Royal Arch Mason.


The question hinges on whether you wish to complete that on which you started.


More than a million Brethren – Master Masons – have done so.


Why should you delay?

ARRANGEMENT OF CHAPTER ROOM

Banners:


Banners, when available, should be displayed on suitable standards to the North of the stations of the respective officers.


(page 33 – Monitor)


Each standard should have 2 fasteners:



Top Fastener for banner when opening a Chapter.



Bottom fastener for banner after Chapter is opened.

THE GREAT LIGHTS:

No Chapter may be opened or held unless the Great Lights are displayed upon its Altar.

The Altar in Royal Arch Masonry is similar, in all respects, to that of the Symbolic lodges and should always occupy the center of our Chapter room except when our ceremonies provide otherwise.  Nothing should ever be placed upon it except the Great Lights.  However, the Altar may be covered with a Scarlet Cloth.


(page 16 – Monitor)

There should be no movement in the Chapter room during the opening of the Great Lights.

BIBLE MARKERS:


Mark Master – Blue Ribbon – Mathew 20:1-16

Past Master – Purple Ribbon – Ecclesiastes 12

Most Excellent Master – White Ribbon – 2nd Chronicles

Royal Arch Mason – Scarlet Ribbon – Exodus 6
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HELPS FOR OFFICERS:

1. Nothing takes the place of a potluck Dinner prior to your convocation.  There are very few Royal Arch Masons without appetites.

2. Meet, greet and be friendly with your companions.

3. Don’t be just a “Nominal Officer”, regular attendance is a must.

4. Be in your Chapter room at least 30 minutes before opening time.

5. Plan your meetings

6. Open your Chapter on time.

7. Close on time and early.  No meeting should last beyond the hour of 10:00 P.M.

8. Be proficient in your Ritual.

9. Call on your Deputy for help and instruction.

10. Your ritual is to assist you in learning the work, it must NOT be used or referred to during the opening or the Degree work.  Leave your Ritual at home.

11. Officers in Robes MUST NOT mingle with the candidates.

12. Officers should not visit around the Chapter Room during Degree work.

13. Candidates should be properly instructed when to appear for degrees.

14. Candidates should be prepared with dignity.

15. Stimulate interest by giving newly exalted companions something to do

16. Do good work and you will get good attendance.

17. Have an understudy for each station.

18. Attend your Lodge and invite your Lodge to meet with you at least once a year.  Arrange a fine program and good speaker.

19. Make an effort to interest those who have not attended Chapter for some time.

20. Always carry a Petition in your pocket.

21. Think, Talk and sell Royal Arch Masonry.

22. Every officer should have, and be familiar with, both Monitor and Ritual.

EXAMINATION OF VISTORS:



In order to gain admission to a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, it will be necessary for the visitor to either be personally vouched for, or gain admission by examination.

1st.
Dues cards in the Symbolic Lodge and Chapter are checked.

2nd.
The Test Oath is administered as follows: (May be read or recited)

“I, ______________________, in the presence of Almighty God and these witnesses, do hereby and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely swear, that I have been regularly, initiated, passed, and raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason, advanced to the degree of Mark Master, inducted into the Oriental Chair, received and acknowledged a Most Excellent Master and exalted to the most sublime degree of Royal Arch in a lawfully constituted Chapter of such; that I am not now suspended or expelled and know no just reason why I should not converse Masonically with my companions.  So help me, God.”

(page 9-10 – Monitor)

SUGGESTED EXAMINATION QUESTIONS:

It is not necessary to indicate how proficient you may be, but to ask only such questions as will indicate the visiting companion is a Royal Arch Mason.

1. Whom did you represent in the Mark Master Degree?

2. What did you carry into the Lodge?

3. What are the Due Guard and Penal Sign of a Mark Master?

4. Where were you seated in the Past Master Degree?

5. What are the Due Guard and Penal Sign of a Past Master?

6. What import events are recalled in the Most Excellent Master Degree?

7. What are the Due Guard and Penal Sign of a Most Excellent Master?

8. How is the G.R.A.W. communicated?  (Give)

9. How is the L.L.M.W. communicated?  (Give)

10. What are the Due Guard and Penal Sign of a Royal Arch Mason?

OPENING AND CLOSING:

It is most essential that the Chapter be opened at the designated time as set in the Chapter By-Laws.


That the High Priest and Chapter Officers be at their respective stations prior to the opening of the Chapter


The opening and closing constitute a part of the esoteric work and should be well understood y every member of the Chapter for, when properly done, they are exceedingly beautiful and instructive, explaining the mode of government and organization of a Chapter, designating the number, appellation and situation of the several officers and pointing out the purpose and duties of their respective stations, and exemplifying our dependence upon each other and the bond of fraternal union that exists between Royal Arch Masons, and teaching us to look to our Supreme High Priest for needed blessings.

NOTES

DIGNITY OF THE WORK:

Charges of veilsmen


On two raps of the gavel –


Royal Arch Captain and Master of the Veils rise together and when called will face South, take one step out, face East, Salute, give charges, salute and remain in position.

SALUTES:


When a Senior Officer, Escort or Emissary has occasion to pass from East to West (or vice versa) and, in so doing, passes immediately to the South of the stations of the Royal Arch Captain and the 3 Masters of the Veils, these 4 officers (or in some cases the 3 Veilsmen) should rise together, face to the South and come to a Smart Salute.


The Salute should be given as the Escort Officer comes to within one (10 pace of the R.A.C. (from the East) or the Master of the 1st Veil (from the West).


The salute should be returned by the individual before passing the first Saluter in the line of approach.


Escort should be on the left of the one being escorted.

DEVOTIONS:


Captain of Host, instructs the companions to assemble around the Altar for our devotions, Masters of the 3 Veils and R.A.C. immediately face West, march in single file West of the Altar, turn South, centering selves on Altar, turn and face East.


After the G.R.A.W. has been communicated, the Grand Council returns to the East, Captain of Host and Principal Sojourner return to their stations together and companions form parallel lines with the Veilsmen and Royal Arch Captain at the end of the lines facing East (Ritual page 82).


The Royal Arch Captain should not sound an alarm at the door or speak to the Sentinel until after the Principal Sojourner has opened the book and stood up.


Royal Arch Captain and Principal Sojourner, after performing their duties, should meet at the Altar, return to their stations together, and report.

FLAG CEREMONY:
The Great Moral and Spiritual ideals embodied in the Constitution of our Country should be emphasized by all Royal Arch Masons and that the symbol of these ideals “Our Flag” should be displayed at all meetings, and that the proper Flag ceremony should be mandatory during the opening of the Chapter, delivered by the presiding officer.

HIGH PRIEST:

“Companion Captain of Host, you will present the Flag of our Country at the Altar.”


While the flag is at the Altar, the High Priest says:


“Companions, this Flag, emblem of Civil and Religious Liberty, well deserves a place in a Royal Arch Chapter.  As Royal Arch Masons, may we stand ever ready to shield and protect it as we should foster and promote the divine principles of which it is the symbol throughout the world."


“Companion Captain of Host, deposit the Flag of our Country in a place of honor in the East.”


“Companions, join me in the pledge of allegiance to our flag.”

· Seats the Chapter when the Captain of Host returns to his station.


NOTE:  Some variation of when the seating of the Chapters may occur at this point.

FLAG CEREMONY JUST BEFORE THE CHAPTER IS CLOSED:

The flag is returned to the West just before the final closing statement of the High Priest and immediately following the Prayer.


After the prayer the High Priest will say:


“Companions, in the presence of the Great Lights and under the protecting folds of the Flag of our Country, we have worked as Royal Arch Masons for the good of humanity.  As the Flag is returned to the West, let us stand and salute in tribute to the emblem of the Nation that guarantees to its citizens the rights of free assembly, free speech, the rights of free men and free Masons.”


“Companion Captain of Host, you will return the Flag of our Country to the West.”

DECORUM ESSENTIAL:
All officers are charged with the duty of maintaining order at all times in convocations for business or work, and extreme care should be taken to avoid any levity or undignified conduct during the conferral of a degree, as this is not only an injustice to the candidates, but mars the Solemnity of the ceremonies.

NOTES:
TABLE OF PRECEDENCE OF VISITORS:

If we approach this subject with a clam and even mind, you won’t find it so hard to apply the right title to the right man.


In the first place, every member is a COMPANION.  Should a companion become a High Priest, he is termed EXCELLENT COMPANION.


Should an Excellent Companion be appointed to the Grand Chapter as an appointive officer (from Captain of Host to Sentinel, except Chaplain who may be a Companion) he remains EXCELLENT COMPANION unless he was previously a District Deputy.


Should an Excellent Companion be appointed as a District Deputy of the Grand High Priest, then his title changes to VERY EXCELLENT COMPANION.  He retains this title for life unless he becomes an elected Grand Chapter officer.


Should a companion be elected in the Grand Chapter, i.e. Secretary, Treasurer, Scribe, King, Deputy Grand High Priest, his title changes to RIGHT EXCELLENT COMPANION.

Concluding with the Grand High Priest, whose title is MOST EXCELLENT COMPANION, which there is nothing higher in Capitular Freemasonry.


A companion retains for life, the highest title he has attained.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS;

Much of the embarrassment associated with introducing visiting Companions, and especially the Grand Chapter officers, is caused by the presiding officer not having made himself thoroughly familiar with the correct names, titles and honors due.  As one never knows when the Grand High Priest or one of his officers may visit his Chapter, he should make it a part of his qualifications for office.


The procedure is not a hard and fast rule.  Since the High Priest is the sole judge of what honors, if any, may be accorded a member or visiting companion.  He may elect to honor any member with the Public Grand Honors, or even the Private Grand Honors, if in his opinion he has performed an act of outstanding service in Masonry worthy of such recognition.  This is sometimes cone for recognition of service upon one when presented with a Fifty Year certificate.


However, it is suggested that great discretion be observed in according the Grand Honors and that they should be tendered only for outstanding service to the fraternity.

ARRANGING THE PROGRAM:


When arranging the program for the reception of the Grand High Priest, do not hesitate to reserve a place for the Elective Grand Chapter officers accompanying him.  This is not done in many instances because the High Priest is afraid of offending the Grand High Priest.  This is not the case at all.  They will be Grand High Priest, in all probability, in a very few years and the Grand High Priest considers it a compliment when they are present.


Surely, then, their contribution to the fraternity and the high office to which they have been elected entitles them to a place on the program.  It is important however, that each be notified in advance that he will be called upon.  Also, courtesy requires even those to be called upon in the banquet room to be given advance notice.


A survey over the years has indicated where the Grand High Priest is scheduled to speak, a large percentage come to hear his message and to pay their respects to the office of Grand High Priest.  Even this is not sufficient reason for one to ignore the position of the other Grand Chapter Officers.  They will do their part in putting your program over and in building up the climax of the meeting – the presentation of the Grand High Priest.


Give some thought to the introduction of the Grand High Priest and his corps of officers, keeping in mind that this, too, can be overdone.


While it is not necessary to enumerate all the virtues and titles, the occasion demands no more that just to say:


“Most Excellent Grand High Priest, we are now ready for your address.”

GENERAL COURTESIES:

It is important for the presiding officer to recognize and be able to introduce his visitors.

COMPANIONS:

Are asked to stand and give their names and Chapter, then accorded a welcome.

VISITING PAST HIGH PRIESTS:

Are asked to stand.  The High Priest should introduce them by name and Chapter, then accord a hearty welcome.

CHAPTER PAST HIGH PRIESTS:

Are asked to stand.  The High Priest should introduce them by name and Chapter, then accord a hearty welcome.

VISITING SCRIBES:

The High Priest asks his Scribe if there are visiting Scribe and if there are would he please introduce them.


The Scribe then requests all visiting Scribes to meet him West of the Altar. He proceeds to the Altar and introduces to the High Priest all visiting Scribes by name and Chapter.  The High Priest then greets them with a hearty welcome.

VISITING KINGS:

The High Priest asks his King if there are any visiting Kings and if there are, would he please introduce them.


The King then requests all visiting Kings to meet him West of the Altar. He proceeds to the Altar and introduces to the High Priest all visiting Kings by name and Chapter. The High Priest then greets them with a hearty welcome.

VISITING HIGH PRIESTS:

The introduction of visiting High Priests is an important duty.  Remembering that “All High Priests are Equal” and the presiding officer should have them escorted to the East.  The High Priest will do the following:

1. Request all visiting High Priests to be upstanding.

2. Request the Captain of Host to escort the visitors to the East.

3. Call up the Chapter

4. Introduce each visiting High Priest by name and Chapter.

5. Accord them honors of his wish.  A hearty welcome or Public Grand Honors are suggested.

GRAND CHAPTER OFFICERS:


APPOINTIVE:
Excellent (Very Excellent if applicable) Companion _____________________, Grand _____________________ of the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Washington.


DEPUTIES:
Very Excellent Companion _________________, Deputy of the Grand High Priest for District No. ______ of the most Excellent Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Washington.


ELECTIVE:
Right Excellent Companion ________________, Grand ______________ of the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Washington.

NOTE:
If there are more than one Grand Chapter Officer to be introduced at the same time, the words “of the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Washington” are omitted until all have been introduced by title, name and office, then the words ALL OF THE MOST EXCELLENT GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF WASHINGTON.

Grand Chapter Officers should be conducted to the East and accorded the Public Grand Honors.

EXCEPTION:


If the Grand Officer is either a member or a frequent visitor, he may request that his introduction be given from the sideline.

GRAND HIGH PRIEST:

Most Excellent Companion ______________________, Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Mason in Washington.

The Grand High Priest is always the last Grand Officer to be introduced.

OFFICIAL VISITS:


DISTRICT DEPUTY

They are the personal representatives of the Grand High Priest in their respective districts.  It is through their regular and unbiased reports the Grand High Priest is enabled to know the conditions existing in every Chapter in his jurisdiction.


These reports cover matters relative to Ritual, Financial and any other points which the Grand High Priest may deem pertinent to the proper functioning of the constituent Chapter and, since it is impossible for the Grand High Priest to visit every Chapter, it is through the Deputies that his programs are outlined to the Chapters. 


The courtesy of first conferring with the Deputy will make it unnecessary, in many instances, to write the Grand High Priest for rulings and decisions.


On his Official Visit, the Deputy will retire after the opening of the Chapter and other introductions have been made.


The High Priest, in his order of introductions of those present, should appoint some companion or the Captain of Host to retire and escort into the Chapter room the District Deputy of the Grand High Priest for District No. _____.


The Deputy and Escort on their entrance will come to rest West of the Altar and Salute, after which the Escort will present the Deputy.


“Excellent High Priest, it is my pleasure to present to you, Very Excellent Companion ____________________, Deputy of the Grand High Priest in District No. _____, who is visiting this Chapter officially.”


After the High Priest escorts the Deputy to the East, the High Priest calls up the Chapter.


“Companions, it is my pleasure to introduce Very Excellent Companion ________, Deputy of the Grand High Priest for District No. _____.  You will join me in according him the Public Grand Honors.”


The High Priest tenders the gavel to the Deputy who seats the Companions.  The Deputy then returns the gavel to the High Priest and sits on the right of the King.



GRAND HIGH PRIEST

The Grand High Priest should be escorted into the Chapter Room, to the Altar by a companion designated by the High Priest and upon the entrance of the Grand High Priest; the Chapter should (without raps) RISE.


At the Altar, after signing in, the escorting Companion will make the following introduction:


“Excellent High Priest, it is my pleasure to present Most Excellent Companion ____________________________, Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons in Washington.”


The High Priest then comes down to the Altar to receive and greet the Grand High Priest.  He then escorts the Grand High Priest to the East, introduces him and accords him the Private Grand Honors in a closed tiled Chapter room only.  If non-tiled, the Public Grand Honors are given.


The High Priest then uncovers and tenders the gavel to the Grand High Priest who in turn seats the Chapter.


After the Grand High Priest has been introduced, no other introductions should be made unless so authorized by the Grand High Priest.


There are a few occasions when officers of other Masonic Bodies may visit a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.  He is entitled to the title which he holds in a Chapter; if the visitor is the Grand Master of Masons and had never held a Chapter station, he would be addressed as:


Companion _______________________, Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in the State of _________________________.


Should the visitor be the Grand Master of the Grand Council and a past High Priest, he would be introduced as:


Excellent Companion _____________________, Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council, Royal And Select Masons of the state of __________.


If the Grand Commander of Knights Templar is a visitor and happens to be a Past Grand High Priest, he retains his title of the Chapter:


Most Excellent Companion _____________________, Past Grand High Priest and present Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery Knights Templar of the State of __________.

REMEMBER to always address the Companion with the highest rank that he has attained in Royal Arch Masonry.

BALLOTING ON PETITIONS:

When balloting, the Chapter is to remain closed with no one entering or departing until the ballot has been announced.


Balloting on petitions can take place only at stated convocations unless otherwise duly authorized by the Grand High Priest in writing.


A ballot box furnished with White Balls and Black Cubes, must be used, in accordance with the code.


The Captain of Host is in charge of transporting the ballot box.


The Grand Council will rise and a preliminary inspection of the ballot box will be made by the Scribe, King and High Priest (in that order), being seated after their ballots have been cast in the order of High Priest, King and Scribe.

To avoid delay, the High Priest will call up all members of the Chapter who are entitled to vote, and after casting their ballot to sit.


On completion of the Voting, the ballot box bearer will take a position West of the Altar.


The High Priest will inquire if all have balloted who are entitled, then declare the ballot box closed.


The ballot box bearer will approach the East, the Grand Council will rise and make final inspections, in the same order as the previous inspection.


The result of the ballot is pronounced as follows:

High Priest:
“Companion Scribe, how find you the ballot on the left?”

Scribe:
“Fair on the left, Excellent High Priest.”

High Priest:
“Companion King, how find you the ballot on the right?”

King

“Clear on the right, Excellent High Priest.”

High Priest:
“I find the ballot bright and unspotted in the East.  By your ballot you have elected Brother ___________ to receive the degrees in this Chapter.”

After which the High Priest will destroy the ballot.

DEGREE WORK PREPARTION:


All appointments should be made before calling either up or down.

SUSPENSION OF LABOR ON THE ROYAL ARCH DEGREE:


In calling down from the Royal Arch Degree to Labor on a Subordinate Degree, the High Priest should be careful not to close the Chapter at that point.  The procedure is:

H.P. 
*”Companions, I am about to suspend labor on the Royal Arch degree and open a Lodge of ___________________.”

H.P.
“Companion Royal Arch Captain, inform the Sentinel and direct him to guard accordingly.”

H. P.
“Officers will rearrange and repair to their proper stations for a Lodge of _______________________.”

R.A.C.
(from Altar) “Excellent High Priest, that duty is performed.”

H.P.
***”Companions, I declare Labor suspended on the Royal Arch Degree and a Lodge of _____________ opened.”

H.P.
(as R.W.M.)  “Brother J.D., inform the Tyler.”



              “Brother S.D., attend the Great Lights.”

J.D.
(from Altar) “R.W.M., that duty is performed.”

S.D.
(from Altar) “R.W.M., that duty is performed.”

R.W.M. seats the Lodge when Deacons have reached their stations.

RESUMING LABOR IN THE ROYAL ARCH DEGREE:

H.P.
***”I now declare this Lodge of ________________closed and Labor resumed on the Royal Arch Degree.


“Companion R.A.C., inform the Sentinel.”


“Companion P.S., attend the Great Lights.”

ORDER OF BUSINESS:

By having an Order of Business, it makes it impossible to overlook the routine business of the Chapter; it also enables the Secretary to arrange his Minutes so that each act of the Chapter is easily found in searching the Minutes for a record.  Also, all outdated or irrelevant material should be eliminated.

Ordinarily, the following Order is all that is necessary:

Opening of Chapter

Welcoming and Introduction of Visitors

Reading of the Book of the Law (optional)

Reading of the Minutes

Bills against the Chapter

Communications

Petitions to Present

Petitions to Ballot

Report of Committees

Unfinished Business

New Business

Sickness and Distress

Announcements

Guest Speaker

Closing of Chapter.

THE RITUAL:

Do not be misled by the term “Higher Degrees”.  Those who use the term in referring to the degrees of the Chapter are misinformed.  There are no higher degrees in Freemasonry than those of the Symbolic Lodge.


But, freemasonry is like a school.  There are various subjects taught in various grades.  We have the three “R’s” and no one would disparage the value of any of those subjects.  But the knowledge of all three would not mean that the possessor had a complete and essential education.  Such may have been the case a century ago but, today, we are living in a new world where specialized education is a most for those who would succeed.


Freemasonry has it three “R’s” and they are to be found in the teachings of the three Lodge degrees.  They are absolutely essential, but they are not in any sense final, and do not complete the Masonic story or symbolism.  We are told just that when it is implied that future generations may discover what we have not yet been given.  Here then, is a promise!  A promise that can only be filled by those who Seek and Find.


The degrees of the Chapter, then, are not higher degrees.  They are degrees which amplify those of the Lodge by affording it the historical background and adding to the spiritual signification which, for the lack of time, have not been taught us.  By receiving the Chapter degrees, we have specialized in Freemasonry.


We have asked the question, “What is Royal Arch Masonry?” and our answer is simple and definite.


Royal Arch masonry is freemasonry.


In other words, we do not make any distinction between Royal Arch Masonry and Freemasonry.  A century and a half ago, Freemasonry was defined.  It was defined by the powers that controlled the Fraternity at that time.  The United Grand Lodge of England, Mother of all regular Freemasonry in the world.


Read what the Grand Lodge of England said:

It is declared and pronounced that pure ancient Masonry consists of three degrees, and no more:  viz.:

Those of the Entered Apprentice, The Fellowcraft, and the Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch.


It can be seen from this that the Royal Arch degree was regarded as an essential part of Freemasonry.  No other degree has so clear a claim to its right to exist as a Masonic system.


It follows that every Master Mason in the United States, Canada, England, Ireland, Scotland, Australia, and the Lodges working under the English system which regards Royal Arch Masonry as it climatic degree.  Ancient Craft masonry is know as York Masonry and consequently, practically all of the regular Freemasons of the world are York Masons of at least three degrees.


We are York Masons!  Whether we have attained the summit of the Rite depends on whether we have, or have not, received the degree of Royal Arch Mason.


The question hinges on whether our Brethren of the Symbolic Lodge realize this, and are asked to complete that on which thy have started.


Masonic Degrees are not just hodgepodge affairs gotten together with the idea of satisfying curiosity.  Masonic Degrees are the result of a well though-out system of education, and means of impressing upon those who receive them, certain moral values which we regard as basic and essential in a perfect brotherhood.


For Example:


In the degree of Entered Apprentice, we are given a general picture of Freemasonry, it methods of teaching, its structure, and its symbolism.  After receiving this degree, a candidate should know as to whether he wishes to continue or to be satisfied with that he has received.


The necessity of committing certain sections of the ritual is a method used to train a candidate to think and use his mind.

As Fellowcraft's, we are taught the necessity of Work, the dignity and value of labor.  We are taught that not all our wages are paid to us in money, but that there are other emoluments equally as important.  The value of education is stressed as a means of increasing our value to the community.


In the degree of Master Mason, we are taught the doctrine of Immortality of the Soul, and Mortality of our body.  We are taught to be industrious, honorable, upright, and just, so that when our span of life has run, we may welcome Death as a Kind Messenger sent by the supreme Architect to translate us from the imperfect to that all-perfect life above.


In the Chapter, other duties are enlarge upon and new lessons taught.


In the degree of Mark Master, we are taught to work honestly and industriously, claiming only that which is our due and receiving nothing except that which is deserved.  Its lessons are those of Honor, Justice and Truth.


As Past Masters, we are impressed with the necessity for Tolerance and the preservation of Honor, Dignity, and Respect for the rights of others.  Of necessity, some must rule while others govern.  This requires obedience on the part of one, and kindness on the part of the other.


Most Excellent Masters are urged to assist in spreading of Masonic Light and knowledge to all those less informed.  All Most Excellent Masters are taught the doctrine of helpfulness.  To them is explained the Masters Wage, the meaning of the Allegorical Temple, and the Foreign Country in which all Master Masons expect, area are taught to travel.


The climax of Masonic teaching is found in the degree of Royal Arch Mason.  Those things which may have seem unexplained or veiled in the allegory of the Master Mason degree are here brought to light and the candidate now realizes the reason for withholding this information was because he had not received all the necessary instruction qualifying him as a True Son of Light.  Heretofore, the teachings had to do with the Physical, or Material World, now he finds himself discussing those things belonging to the Spiritual World.


He has made the ascent from Darkness to Light.  He has discovered the real secrets of the Master Mason.  He has become a Royal Arch Mason!


It might have been possible to present these teachings through some other method, but time has proven that Truth often be best told through allegory, symbol, and impressive ceremony and our pageantry.  This is our belief and our various degrees represent our attempt to carry out this plan which, over the centuries, has been received most favorably.  True, in some instances, some present the degrees with a greater degree of earnestness and ability.  Yet, if our candidates will listen and heed the lessons, the impression received will be in no manner lessened.


To the credit of most Royal Arch Chapters throughout the world, it may be said that the effect is always toward an impressive conferring of the degrees and ceremonies of the Rite.  They could not do otherwise, filled as they are with love and admiration for the institution.


